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Most High, Omnipotent, good Lord, to Thee, 
All glory, 
Thou only art deserving of the same; 


honour, praise and blessing he 


No man is worthy to pronounce Thy name 


Praised he 


By whom 
For he is 
And most 


OCTOBER, 


THE SUN. 


my Lord for Brother Fire, 
The 
lively, 


robust withal, 


so bright; 
nu dost illuminate the night; 
and most beautiful; 


and powerful 
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Praised be my God for creatures, every one 
And praised be Thou, my Lord, for B 





Thy gift to us that he our day may light 
Most beautiful is he, and passing bright; 
Radiant in splendor— 
Displayed to us a glorious type of Thee 


for in him we see 


Praise my Lord for Sister Moon be given, 
For all the clear and lovely stars of heaven 


Praised be my Lord for Brother Wind and Arr; 
For clouds and weather—be it dark or fair; 
For by their ministry Thou e’er dost give 

The sustenance whereby all creatures live 


Praise to my Lord for Sister Water be; 
Most useful, humble, precious, chaste is she 


ther Sun, 


Praised be 


To all the 


w Lord and God for Mother Earth, 
Who governs 


and sustains us; who gives birth 


many fruits and herbs that be; 


And colored flowers in rich variety 


Praised be my Lord for those who pardon wrong 


For love « 


f 


Thee: enduring sorrow long; 


Bearing their woes in peace —Blessed are they! 


By the Me 


Praised be 
No living soul escapes 


High they shall be crowned one day 


my Lord for Sister Death, from whom 


She brings the doom 


Of endless woe to all who pass away 


In guilt of mortal sin 


Who die 
To them t 


() praise 


And serve 


But blessed they 


in doing Thy most holy Will 


he 


ye 


Second Death can*bring no ill 


and bless my Lord right thankfully, 


Him with great humility 
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130 + UT OMNES 
ST. FRANCIS AND THE GENERAL CON | 
VENTION. 


The General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church meets in the City of Boston on Oct. 4th, 
the day on which St. Francis of Assisi entered 
into glory. No better prayer for its good suc 
cess could we offer than that the Spirit of St. 
Francis might preside over its sessions, inspire 


its counsels and direct its legislation. 


The problems of the age in which St. Francis | 


lived are in the main the problems which con- 
front the Church to-day ; 
are largely the evils of this; it was materialism 


the evils of that age 
then, it is materialism now; luxury and worldli 
ness had invaded the high places of the Church 
in the times of St. Francis; they have invaded 
the Lord’s House in this, our day, and are rising 
into the sanctuary like a flood. 

The Apostles of the Crucified One gloried in 
their poverty, whereby they had “ made many 
rich;” the great ones of to-day glory in their 
riches whereby many are impoverished. 

The all-sufficiency of money has been so mag 
nified among us that men stand ready to barter 
honor, virtue, everything, yea, their very souls, 
in exchange for gold; the possession of wealth 
is held to be the acme of human blessedness; the 
sesame that opens every door of pleasure and de- 
light; hence the unscrupulous methods of. its 
getting, the heartless cruelty of competition, the 


insatiable greed of those who have much; the | 


envy and discontent of those who have none. 
We need St. Francis to give the lie to all this; to 
expose the falsity of mammon-worship; to recall 
men from their “ broken cisterns which can hol: 
no water” to those “rivers of -living water,” 
which Jesus promised to create within the souls 
of those that truly believed and followed Him. 
We need the Poor Man of Assisi to preach once 
cities that “A 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things, which he and that “the 
Kingdom of God ” is something else than “ meat 


and drink,” that it is in very truth what St. Paul 


more in the streets of our great 


py wsesseth sed 


said it was, “ righteousness, joy and peace in the 
Holy Ghost.” 


UNUM SINT 

Believing that the time is ripe for the Bishops 
of the Church in the Spirit of Jesus of Nazareth 
and his humble follower, St. Francis of Assisi, 
to recall the people from the idolatry of wealth 
to the worship of the Living God, we venture 
to address to them the memorial which follows: 


A MEMORIAL TO THE BISHOPS, 


Most Dear and Right Reverend Fathers in God: 

You are now about to assemble in General Con- 
vention and for the first time in the history of 
the American Episcopal Church his Grace, the 
| Archbishop of Canterbury, is to honor your au 
| gust body bv his presence. The eyes of the whole 
American people on this account will be turned 
toward you as never before. Is it not in the Di- 
vine Providence a rare opportunity to win for 
| Anglican Churchmanship a newly found place 
| of favor and esteem in the hearts of millions of 


American citizens. 

Who is there that knows better than you, Chief 
Sherherds of the flock. the questions which burn 
like fire in the souls of men at the present hour 
They are not questions of theology, neither do 
they have any immediate concern with ritualism, 
the: are questions which relate to the lesser com- 
mandment of the law, “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” It is the violation of the 
| Golden Rule which is now breeding within the 
body social such distempers that if “ the balm of 
Gilead” be not quickly and wisely applied for 
their remedy they will eventually break out in 
some bloody discharge or frenzied madness. 


It is a twentieth century exposition of the Eighth 
| Commandment of the Decalogue which our peo- 
| ple need just now, more even than they need an 
| interpretation of the Seventh, and to whom ought 
| we to look for this more than to the successors 
| of the Blessed Anostles ? 


“ FRENZIED FINANCE.” 


| It is a Bostonian who has given us the most re 
cent exnose of the unrighteous methods of money 
| making, which of late years have inundated the 
| great financial centres of the United States and 
| swept into their vortex men, who prior to this 
| flood of chicanery, bore a reputation of business 
integrity. 
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The story which Mr. Lawson tells is that of 
two Standard Oil magnates, how they employed 
the credit of the National City Bank of New 
York to buy certain copper mines for the sum of 
$39,000,000, how next they formed a trust and 
through it sold the identical properties to the 
public for $75,000,000; thus making a profit of 
thirty-six millions 
to themselves.” 

The violation of the Eighth Commandment in 
this transaction is appallingly apparent. If the 
property of the Amalgamated Copper Company, 
which these gentlemen formed, had approxi- 
mated in real value the sum they sold it for the 
injustice of the transaction would not have been 
so great, but, if Mr. Lawson has truly represent- 
ed the facts, they perpetrated a fraud upon the 
confidence of the public which netted them not 
hundreds of thousands, but tens of millions. 
They induced the public to buy for $100 to $115 


‘without a dollar’s expense 


a share that which later on the same public was 
compelled to get rid of at $33 a share. In other 
words property which time proved to be worth 
twenty-five millions was inflated to three times 
its actual value and in the process fifty millions 
were taken out of the pockets of the duped mul- 
titude in order to enable two men to add thirty- 
six to the hundreds of millions they already pos 
sessed. 


A GLARING INCONSISTENCY. 


If some petty thief on the street should extract 
from the pocket of either of these millionaires a 
single dollar and be caught how quickly he would 
find himself under arrest and 
bars; but by the transaction we have just relat 
ed did not these same men from the 
pockets of their poorer brethren sums of money 
ranging from a few dollars up to amounts large 


behind prison 


extract 


enough to drive the defrauded ones to the ex- 
tremities of untold misery, starvation, commis 
sion of crime, insanity and suicide? In the sight 
of God, who has most broken the command, 
“ Thou shalt not steal?” Yet there are no prison 
bars for those, who scorn to steal anything less 
than a million at a time, but on the contrary they 
occupy foremost seats in religious assemblies 


and are much exalted in the councils of the 
Church. 


Nor are the masses of the people blind 
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to this wide departure from the instructions 
given us by St. James, when he says, “‘ My breth- 
ren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of Glory, with respect of persons.” On 
all sides the poor are scandalized and the multi- 
tudes blaspheme because the accumulators of ill 
gotten wealth are sought after and flattered by 
the ministers of Christ and the highest lay offices 
in the gift of the Church lavished upon them. 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY, 


What an opportunity, Reverend Fathers in 
God, is given you at this time to write such a 
Pastoral Letter to the faithful of the United 
States as the Blessed Apostles would write were 
they to descend from heaven and take your place. 
\re the words of the Pastoral Letter written by 
the first Bishop of Jerusalem too strong for the 
men of this generation: “Go to now, ye rich 
men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall 
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garments are moth eaten. Your gold and 
silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall-be 
1 witness against you, and shall eat your flesh 
is it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure togeth- 
er for the last days.” We believe it will take a 
trumpet blast like this to have any effect on the 
‘onsciences of men long used to the anodynes ad- 
ministered by preachers, who they themselves 
have hired to 

“Smooth down the text to ears polite, 

And snugly keep damnation out of sight.” 

But, Reverend Fathers, should you be moved 
by the Holy Spirit, that dwelleth in you, to ad- 
lress to the faithful an encylical, restating the 
rinciples of eternal righteousness, and exaltlng 
the cross and poverty of Jesus Christ, need 
this humble magazine remind you, that it takes 
something more than printed words to convince 
the American people of the sincerity of those 
who preach to them, even though they be the 
very Ambassadors of Christ and wear the garb 
f the Episcopate. 

In the twentieth struggle of the 
Church of God against the grossest materialism 
we look to you, Apostles of Christ, for leader 
ship. Let us not look in vain! But by both pre- 
cept and practice set us an example which in the 
name of God and St. Francis we can follow. 


century 
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MULTUM IN PARVO 


St. Andrew meets in Philadelphia, Sept. 29 to 


October 2. 


‘ J 

The annual convention of the Brotherhood of | 
| 

| 


The Bishop of Laramie, Neb. states that out | 
of a total of 2,636 persons confirmed by him 440 
were originally Methodists and 63 per cent. of 
from outside — the 


the candidates had come 


Church's communion. 


Dr. Pusey wrote in 1871: “ | have fought the 
battle of the Faith for more than half my life. | 
have tried to rally people to the Church when 
other hearts failed. But if the Athanasian Creed 
is touched I see nothing to do but to give up my 
canonry and abandon my fight for the Church 
It would-not be the same Chureh 
I should not 


of England 
for which I have fought hitherto. 
doubt myself that Liddon would do the same.” 

Two new English Bishoprics have been cre 
ated, viz.: The Sees of Birmingham and South 
wark. The balance of the Endownment Fund 
required by law only remains to be raised anc 
the Diocesans will be appointed. 

The Trinity ordinations is England show an 
encouraging increase over those of recent years. 


In his sermon at the Centenary of the Anglican 
Cathedral of Quebec, the Archbishop of Canter 
bury in reviewing the early history of Christian 
ity in Canada paid a well deserved tribute to the 
“work done centuries ago by members of the 
Fraternity of St 
the Sons of Ignatius Loyola, himself a Tertiary 


Francis of Assisi,” and of 


of St. Francis, he declared that they had shown 


“the whole world an example of missionary en- 
thusiasm and a steadiness of persevering faith in 
face of persecution and suffering which, while 


the world standeth, will encircle with a halo of | 


glory the memory of the Jesuit Missionaries of 
two hundred and fifty years ago.” 


The Bishop of Pittsburg has become the Hon 
orary President, and the Bishops of Springfield, 
Quincy, 


Delaware, Fond du Lac, Oklahoma, 
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Minnesota, Tennessee, lowa, Connecticut, and 
Central Pennsylvania, Honorary Vice-Presidents 
of the Society of St. Philip the Apostle. The 
Llyod of 


The Society exists solely in the 


founder and director is the Rev. Dr 
Uniontown, Pa. 
interests of the Parochial Mission. 


So quietly have they lived the first ten years ot 
their existence that it is not generally known that 
there is a flourishing community of men in th« 
Church of England, who follow the Rule of St 
Benedict, the Father of Monasticism in the West 
almost 
Painsthorpe Hall 


The community now numbers 
Aelred Carlyle is their Abbot. 
is the name of their monastery, the gift to them 
of Lord Halifax, 
bridge, York. 


The community now propose issuing a quar 


a score 


being situated at Stamford 


terl’ magazine under the title of Pax and simul 
taneously have begun a mission work in Bir 
mingham “to reach the waifs and strays of th 
Tue Lamp welcomes the debut of Pa 


and wishes “good luck inthe name of the Lord 


city.” 


to the Birmingham mission. 


The need of the Catholic Religion in the State 
of Indiana seems very great if we may judg: 





from the fearful extent to which the Divorce ev1! 
has grown in that commonwealth. In 
county the Bureau of Statistics reports for last 
vear forty-three marriaees and twenty divorces 


Owen 


In three other counties the ratio was one divorce: 
to every four marriages. 

The annual report of the Church of England 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith shows 
encouraging gains in every department of its 
wonderful work. 


The Liverpool cathedral now in course of con 
struction will exceed in area when completed that 
of any Anglican Cathedral in the 
full length will be 584 feet—that is 24 feet longe: 


world. Its 


than Winchester Cathedral, which is at presen. 
England. While as ¢ 


height of the nave, whereas the nave of Westmin 


the longest church in 


ster Abbey is 102 feet and at present the high 
est in England, the Liverpool nave up to the bar- 
rel vaulting will be 116 feet. 
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THE PASSING OF FRANCIS, 


Was there ever among all the Saints any 
whose life so nearly resembled that of the Christ 
as did the life of Saint Francis of Assisi? Such 
a one may be revealed to us in Heaven, his title 
is not generally recognized en earth. 
to His disciples, “ He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father; to such a degree did the Spirit 
of Christ dwell in the Little Poor Man of Assisi 
that the verdict of his own and every succeeding 


Jesus said 


generation has been: “ He that hath seen lrancis 
hath seen the Master.” 

A perfect follower of Christ in His life, he 
was permitted to imitate Him in [lis passion and 
His death. 


Inflamed wth love, he thrice set out to go 


among the Saraceus in quest of the martyr’s 


crown; thrice he was turned back, baffled and 
disappointed. God had a sublimer martyrdom in 
store for him. Incarnate Love gave him his 
death wounds on Mount La Verna. Let the 


Seraphic Doctor, Bonaventura, tell us how 


THE STIGMATA, 

“At daybreak on the Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross (September 14, 1224.) the 
Angelic Francis was at prayer on the slope oi 
the mountain. Suddenly he saw a Seraph with 
six flaming wings of dazzling brightness ce 
scending from the high heavens. The angel flew 
with a rapid flight quite close to him, and ri 


mained poised in air; and then appeared between 
its wings the image of the Crucified Jesus. At 
this sight the soul of Francis was filled with 
amazement. Joy and sorrow possessed him by 
turns; joy because he had before him the God 
of his heart, the God of love in the form of a 
Seraph; sorrow, because it was Jesus suffering, 
with Hlis hands and feet nailed to the Cross, and 
He had before 


His heart pierced with a lance. 


his eyes an unfathomable mystery, and his as 


tonishment was extreme; for how reconcile the 
humiliation of Calvary with the glories of the 
Beatific Vision? At length he understood by an 
infused light the hidden sense of this vision, and 
that it was not bodily martyrdom, but rather the 
fire of love that was to completely transform him 
into his Beloved. 


“The vision disappeared, but it left in his 
heart a marvellous fervour, and in his flesh the 
not less marvellous mark of the divine impress. 
In effect, there suddenly appeared in his members 
the five wounds he had been adoring in the appa- 
rition. His hands and feet seemed transpierced 
by large nails, whose round black heads were dis- 
tinctly visible, and whose long crooked points 
passed through the back of the hands and the 
soles of the feet. The large, gaping wound in 
the side disclosed a reddish scar, whence the 
blood often flowed over the Saint’s garments.” 


: 
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Mount La Verna was St. Francis’ Calvary. 
The process of his crucifixion was a long one, 
two years were to elapse before his death, but 
the seal of death was upon him from the moment 
he received the Stigmata. Those darts that pierced 
his flesh so communicated the fire of the Sacred 
Heart to his own breast that the poor, emaciated 
body was gradually consumed by its intense heat. 
This sublime fact has been immortalized in verse 


He 


represents St. Francis as thus describing his ex- 


by a poet, whose name we do not know. 


perience : 


CRUCIFIED BY LOVE. 


“Love has cast me in the fire, He, my new 
Spouse, what time the loving Lamb gave me 
the ring: He threw me into prison then, and with 
My He cut in 


two: Love has cast me in the-fire. 


a knife He wounded me. heart 
“He cut my heart in two, and my body fell 

struck 
I die of 


to earth; the bolt from Love's crossbow 


me with fire. He made war of peace. 
sweetness! Love has cast me in the fire. ‘ 
Marvel not that I die of sweetness, such blows 
He gave me with lances of love Love 
has cast me in the fire.” 

Those last two vears of Francis on the earth 
baffle description, suffering untold agonies in his 
body and soul, the dying Patriarch was a mis- 
sionary to the last, passing from town to town, 
everywhere thronged about and pressed upon 
by multitudes, he preached and wrought miracles 
and multiplied prodigies until the people, who 
themselves with 
Passing out of 


witnessed them beside 
wonder, 


Cortona the dying saint was stopped by the city 


were 
love and veneration. 
guards at the gate under order from the magis- 
trates. 
days to live they proposed to keep him in their 
midst by 


Thinking that he had but a few more 


force because, if Cortona could pos 


sess his body after death its citizens foresaw how 


the relics of St. Francis would make their city 


illustrious beyond Italy to the limits of the world 
It took all the sweet 
persuasiveness and authority: the holy man could 
bring to bear upon the people to gain permission 
to depart that he might die close by the little 


and for all succeeding ages. 


| ed Assisi. 
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sanctuary of St. Mary of the Angels in his beloy 
Lest some other town or city should 
kidnap him on the way the magistrates of his 
native place dispatched an escort of knights and 
soldiers fully armed to serve as the saint’s body 
guard for the rest of the journey. 


ILE COMES HOME TO DIE. 


Coming home to Assisi for the last time he 
was constrained by the Bishop to lodge awhile 
at his palace. Here every care that love couid 
devise and the heroic sufferer would permit was 
bestowed on him, yet withal the agony of his 
suffering greatly increased. One that beheld his 
anguish said to him, “ My Father, do you not 
think you would suffer less under the hands of 
an executioner?” “ My brother,” he answered, 
“my dearest and sweetest wish has always been, 
and still is, to do what God demands of me: but 
martyrdom would be less difficult to bear than 


three days of this illness.” Still there never was 


| a moment of murmuring or complaint against 


the Divine hand that held the cup of the Lord's 
Passion to his lips. The spirit that animated and 
sustained him through it all is revealed by thx 
following incident: 

One day the pain being unusually intense th: 
brother, who was attending him, said, “ Father, 
do pray to the Lord to treat you a little more 
gently! It seems that His hand rests too heavily 
Instantly the heart of Francis burn 
ed hot with holy 


upon you.” 
ugnation. “ If I did not know 
thy simplicity and the uprightness of thy inten 
tions,” he said, “ I would be horrified to remain 
near thee, who findest fault with the judgments 
of God upon me.” And therewith, summoning 
all his strength, he cast himself out of bed upon 
the floor, and kissing it, he exclaimed, ” Lord, | 
give you thanks for all my sufferings. 
them a hundred told, if it is your good pleasure ; 
for my only happiness is to fulfill Thy most holy 
will.” 


Increase 


Knowing that the time of his departure from 
the earth was now very near he assembled hi: 
beloved sons about his couc.. and, like the Patri 
arch Jacob, he blessed them, stretching out hi- 

| hands over them in the form of a cross. Nor 

















—¢r- 











did he forget his daughters in Holy Religion at 
St. Damien’s, presided over by the Abbess Clare, 
“Duchess of Voverty and Princess of the Poor.” 
To them also he sent his benediction and a letter 
full of the most touching exhortations. 

THE PORTIUNCULA. 

But to die in a palace, though jit were a bishop's 
palace, was far from the wish of Francis, his 
heart yearned for the poor little cell, hard by 
St. Mary of the Angels, where he had _ long 
dwelt with Lady Poverty and he entreated his 
Brothers to transport him thither. 
of the closing days of September, 1226, and on 
a litter the Friars Minor tenderly, lovingiy, with 
slow and measured step, were bearing their holy 
Founder across the plain, which lay between the 
city proper and the convent of the Portiuncula. 
When midway St. 
litter about so he might face Assisi and then rais 


It was one 


Francis bids them turn the 


ing himself wy an effort, his left arm resting upon 
the shoulder and about the neck of one of his 
companions, his right arm stretched out towards 
the city of his love, he blesses it in these words: 
“ Blessed ef the Lord be thou, O city, through 
thee many souls will be saved, and in thee mans 
servants of the Most High will dwell, and from 
thee will be chosen for the 
Peace be to thee.” 

Imagine the saint's joy on once more behold 
ing the Portiungula, that “little portion” which 
the Lord had given him to be the Bethlehem of 
his Order. He insisted that they carry him at 
once before the altar of the Holy Virgin wher 
he wished to pray for the last time. 
children,” he said to those about him, 
abandon this place. If they drive you away on 
one side, return on the other: it is truly a holy 
place; God has placed His dwelling in it. Here 
the Almighty multiplied us when we were few 
in number; here He illuminated the minds of 
His poor ones with the light of wisdom; here He 


eternal kingdom 


“QO omy 
“never 


% UT OMNES UNUM SINT + 





inflamed our hearts with the fire of His love. He | 


who shall here pray devoutly will obtain what 
he asks, and he who sins will be punished the 
more vigorously.” 


HIS LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 


On Friday evening, twenty-four hours before 
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his death, he assembled the Friars about his low 
ly couch and there in their presence he dictated 
his last will and testament. Fra Angelo of Rieti, 
wrote it down while the others listened with deep 
A copy of that will, together with St. 
Francis’ Rule, to this day every Franciscan Friar 
with Mindful of our 
Lord’s nakedness on the cross and true to his 


emotion. 


keeps constantly him. 
Lady Poverty unto the very last, he caused ashes 
to be strewn on the floor of his cell; with great 
pain and difficulty he stripped off his habit and 
assisted by those present he laid himself naked 
upon the floor. 
to his brethren. 


“| have done my work,” he said 

“May Jesus Christ teach you 
yours.” The strong men, who knelt or stood 
about, sobbed like children. 

At the famous Chapter of Mats, when it is said 
there were five thousand Friars in attendance, 
St. Francis made it a statute of his order that 
‘Every Saturday a solemn Mass, in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculate, shall be cele- 
brated in all our convents.” Perhaps it was this 
act of zeal for the stainless honor of the Mother 
of God which determined in the decrees of the 
Most High that he 
munion for the last time on Saturday, October 
3d, the month of the Holy Rosary. Fortified by 
the Bread from heaven, anointed the oil 
of the dying, and knowing that he had but a few 
hours more to live he made a request about the 


should receive Holy Com- 


with 


disposition of his mortal remains which” showed 
how deeply stamped upon his soul was the thirst 
and hunger for contempt and self humiliation. 
He requested that his body should be buried on 
a certain hill outside of Assisi, where criminals 
were executed, and which was called in conse- 
quence, “ The Hill of Hell.” But as Christ by 
His crucifixion changed the gibbet of shame into 
the glorious symbol of man’s salvation, so the 
request that Francis made changed the Hill of 
Hell into the Hill of Paradise and crowned its 
summit with one of the noblest clusters of re 
ligious buildings in Christendom. 
HIS NUNC DIMITTIS 
On that same memorable Saturday the crests 
f the Appenines were lengthening their shad- 
ows across the plain when the Seraphic Patri- 
arch once again assembled his disciples within 
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his little cell to bid them farewell. “I leave you 
in the fear of the Lord,” he said, “ abide therein 
always. The time of trial and tribulation is not 
far distant. 
in the good they have begun! 


Happy those who shall persevere 
As for me, I am 
going to God, I am hastening to meet Him and 
I commend you all to His grace.” Then he had 
the Brothers Angelo and Leo sing to him the 


Canticle of the Sun that he himself had com. 


posed. Perceiving the immediate approach of 
Sister Death he once more laid aside his habit 
and*the Brethren placed him thus on the ash- 
strewn floor. 
read to him St. John’s account of the 


and Death of Christ, he intoned the one hundred 
It was his Nune Di- 


When by his request they had 


Passion 


and forty-second Psalm. 
mittis and at its close, about an hour after sunset 
his soul passed from its tenement of clay and 
took its flight to God. 

Though the shadows of evening were deepen- 
ing a great number of larks, birds of the morn- 
ing and the sunlight, came and lighted on the 
convent roof and fluttered about joyfully as if 
they would share with the Saint in the joy of his 
had loved 
them and so often exhorted them to join with 
him in lauding the goodness of their Creator. 

Thus at the age of 45 died the Seraphic la- 
triarch. It was twenty years since he received 
the-command from Jesus Christ to repair His 
Church, how that command was executed con- 


departure into heaven, because he 


stitutes one of the most marvellous chapters in 
the history of God's Kingdom among men. Yet 
what St. Francis has accomplished for the up- 
building of the Church of Jesus Christ since his 
enthronement among the Saints in Heaven far 
surpasses what the power of God enabled him to 
do on earth. Being dead, after the lapse of seven 
centuries in the tens of thousands of his spiritual 
children he still liveth, and he is as much the 
prophet of the twentieth century as he was of tie 
thirteenth. 

A great artist has painted him standing in the 
Umbrian Valley with outstretched arms, greet 
ing the rising sun. On the threshold of our 
new day does he not thus stand, the Prophet of 
the Highest, with outstretched arms greeting the 
rising Sun of Righteousness, the Dispeller of 
darkness and the Hope of every generation! 


| our readers 
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A VISIT TO LA VERNA. 

[The following letter, dated, La Verna, Italy, 
Sept. 16-19, 1903, and signed R. E., we think 
find interesting. It is 
taken from The Franciscan Monthly, published 
in London by the Friars Minor of the English 
Province.—Editor. } 

“La Verna” is our theme—La Verna, the 
Sacred Mountain which holds the shrine of th 


will most 


Stigmata—the very verified spot on which St 
Francis of Assisi received the last undying 
marks of burning love from his beloved Lord. 

We arrived on the day before the Vigil of tlic 
Stigmata, and this was our first sight of La Ver 
na. <A long drive of nearly four hours, nearly 
always upwards, and in a beautiful wild coun 
try resembling the parts of Ireland or Scotland 
where mountains abound, and huge fringes, as it 
were, of boulders strewn all about prevent any 
attempt at cultivation; heather and young ferns 
just as in our country; and a rough mountain 
road difficult for carriages to pass. Within a 
short distance of the top, a sudden storm 
of rain and hail burst over us, blotting out for a 
moment or two the landscape, and with it, La 
Verna. It passed, and then, lo! the Sacred 
Mountain glowed in the re-appearing sunlight, a 
glorious rainbow arched itself over it from one 
end to the other, and Frate Falco—‘ My Broth 
er the Falcon "—suddenly flew out from abov 
the hard, grey, rocky precipice, hung motionless 
over the little Church of the Stigmata clinging 
to the side of the steep rock, as though. still 
watching as did his ancestor of old for the Mas 
ter’s voice, wheeled about and disappeared. 

The last ten minutes’ walk up to the Convento 
It is a 
steep and roughish ascent, and, in doing it, one 
passes the little chapel marking the first spot 
where St. Francis rested with his two compan 
ions when he came to see La Verna for the first 
time, in the year 1216, 
“ Chapel of the 


must be done either on foot or riding. 


This chapel is called the 
sirds "—Cappella degli Ucceili, 


because no soower had St. Francis, tired out with 
the long journey on foot from Assisi, sat down 
to rest under the trees, than with a great whir- 
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ring of wings and twitterings and chirpings, 
hundreds of birds flew out from the woods, and, 
settling around and upon the head and shoulders 
and hands and feet of the Saint, joyfully sang 
to him La Verna’s first welcome. “ And full of 
comfort at this happy and miraculous omen he 
turned to his companions and said: * Dearest 
Brothers, I think it the Will of Lord 
Jesus Christ that we should build a monastery 
here in this solitary spot, since our brothers the 


is our 


birds show such joy at our coming.’ ”’ 

Five minutes more climbing from this point 

- and one reaches the top, and passes under a big, 
low archway and is within the sacred precincts. 
Straight in front as one enters is the Church of 

St. Mary of the Angels, built on the spot chosen 

by St. Francis himself and dedicated by him to 

St. Mary of the Angels because of the vision in 

. which the Blessed Virgin appeared to him in a 
surrounding glory of angels and indicated to him 
where and how the church should be built. This 
was accordingly completed in its original form 

in 1218, but later on and after the death of St 








Francis the building was added to in order to 
The 
small remaining part of the original church is 


hold the ever increasing number of /’ratt. 


still shown and jealously guarded, and here every 
evening the Brethren meet for their devotions 
Above the altar is a beautiful della Robbia altar 
piece of the Assumption. 

The old, world-famed hospitality of the Monks 
is perhaps practised at La Verna more perfectly 
than anywhere else. Anybody, of any class or 
condition or country, has but to go up to the 
door of the Guest House (La Foresteria), sound 
an iron knocker (no bells except church bells in 
La Verna), and it will be opened to them by a 
friendly Frate who welcomes them as though 





they were old acquaintances, and at once offers 
them the hospitality of food, drink and a room 
to rest in. Nothing has ever seemed to bring one 
so closely in touch across all these centuries with 
the Master than this simple, unaffected loving 
kindness shown by his Brethren, who, literally, 
day by day, now carry out his injunction to give 
to all who want or ask of everything they have 
acquired through the alms of those who can af- 
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ford. None of the Brothers can do more than 
this, for of themselves they possess nothing, but 
they never do less! All they can give away they 
do, and that ungrudgingly and in such a way 
that one would suppose that the recipient was 
This is, 
at any rate, what we felt, and that the view was 
shared by others was evident from the tributes 


conferring the favour—not the giver! 


in verse and prose to the goodness and kindness 
of the Friars which filled the big Visitors’ Book 

-tributes written in French, English and Ital- 
ian. 


Four or five rooms of various sizes are daily 
prepared, and the tables ready laid for any one 
who may chance to come in, and some extent of 
the lavish hospitality practised may be under- 
stood from the fact that on the day of theFesta 
this year, which happened to be after very bad 
weather, the Frati said they “ had only had about 
three hundred people to look after,” i. e., feed 
and wait upon. Qn fine days and on the princi- 
pal Festivals they have between two and three 
thousand!!! Most of us would be rather flus- 
tered at the unexpected appearance of, let us 
say, half a dozen acquaintances at dinner-time ; 
but the Franciscans of La Verna look upon it all 
as what it ough to be, and are perfectly calm 
and cheerful, and somehow or other manage to 
look after every one thoroughly. This, mind, is 
all in addition to their other and respective du- 
ties—one Frate, for instance, who had been wait- 
ing at our table, told us that he was the doctor of 
the Community, and had studied medicine seven 
years at the Hospitals of Arezzo, etc. He also 
said that he had a good deal to do just then, as 
“many of the Frati are sent up for cure,” and he 
had to attend to them at night too. We involun- 
tarily thought of those who write and speak of 


the “idle life of the Monks.” 

Across the little Piazza of Square (in the 
middle of which has been quite recently erected 
a statue of “St. Francis and the boy with the 


turtle-doves ") is the big church, begun in 1348 


but not finished till 1459. It is connected by its 


sacristies on one side with the already described 
“St. Mary of the Angels,” 
from it leads a long, 


and on the other side 


wide, fresee ved, corridor 
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passage. Down this corridor, every day at about 
2 p.m. and every night at mid-night throughout 
the year, pass the Brothers in procession, pre- 
ceded by crucifix-bearer, chanting, on their way 
down to. that sacred spot in all La 
Verna—the Chapel of the 
is the rough slab of 
with 

Francis was 


most 
Stigmata—where 
stone, now covered 


over open iron-work, on which St. 


kneeling when he saw his 
Lord and was sealed by Him for His -very own. 
Think of it! 
these centuries, his children visit devoutly the 
scene of his transfiguration and chant those won- 
derful words— 


Every night of every year for all 


Signasti, Domine, servum Tuum Franciscum : 
Signis Redemptionis nostra, 
returning, when the Office is finished, by an out- 
rock behind and 
which takes them back again into the church. 
It is a most remarkable sight, this procession of 
the Frati, followed as it is on the Festivals by 


side passage cut out of the 


crowds of peasants, strangers, priests from neigh- 
boring parishes, people of all sorts and kinds, 
and a not easily forgotten one. 

After resting at the Guest House, one of the 
Brethren (who all seem to be always doing some- 
thing and never sleeping) came to act as guide, 
and we visited :— 

1. The Chapel of the Magdalen built on the 
spot where St. Francis erected his first cell, and 
where with incessant prayer and weeping he ex- 
piated the faults of his early youth, as did St. 
Mary Magdalene her sins at the Feet of the Sa- 
viour. 

2. The Spicco— the Cleft 
overhanging another spot frequented much by 
St. Francis on account of its desolate solitariness, 


Sasso Rock,” 


and to which one must descend by rough steps 
hundreds of feet. 
Here it was revealed to him how this gigantic 


cut in the rock for several 


cloven rock was one of those rent in twain at the 
hour of the death of our Lord. 

3. The Cell of Frate Leone, which one reach- 
es by passing through the Chapel of the Stigmata 
and out by a narrow little door, when one is 
again face to face with the rocky mountain, and 
climbing up some steps cut out of it one arrives 
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at the cell of this specially privileged companion 
of St. Francis. From this spot above, he, pray- 
ing and keeping vigil, saw below him his Master 
receive the Stigmata, there where now stands the 
Chapel. 

4. Descending again and returning to the 
corridor, to the left a small 
another mountain gorge, down which ‘one clam 
bers, stooping under overhanging rocks, till final- 
ly one enters a dark cavern, at one end of which, 
after the Frate has struck a light, one sees the 
“Bed of St. Francis ”"—a long, flattish block of 
stone, a little hollowed out and over it projecting 
another huge great mass. On this soft couch did 
the Blessed Saint allow himself a little repose 
when worn out with his labors, and from those 
Brother Falcon ” 


door opens into 


short slumbers aroused him 
punctually. 

These, then, after the one priceless possession 
—the Stone of the Stigmata—are the four prin 
cipal sanctuaries to visit at La Verna. There is, 
too, the Oratory of St. Antony (of special inter 
est for the Franciscans of St. Antony’s, Forest 
Gate) adjoining the Chapel of the Stigmata. Af- 
ter the death of St. Francis, St. Antony went in 
1230 to La Verna, and there refusing in his hu- 
mility to live in any of the cells used by St. Fran- 
cis, as being unworthy of such honor, another 
little rough cell was built for him by the Frati, of 
mud and branches of trees. Here he stayed for 
nearly a year and wrote his book of sermons— 
Il Vangelo Eterno, exercising himself continual 
ly in prayer and penance. In 1264 the cell was 
incorporated into the Chapel of the Holy Cross, 
and there it is to this day. 

It would be possible to go on writing and writ- 
ing about the wonders of La Verna, for they are 
endless. There is an unseen, ever-felt, abiding 
sense of the spirit of its Founder brooding over 
everything. Yet who would have supposed :t 
possible in the year 1216 that now in the year 
1903 the memory of this poverty-stricken, pov- 
erty-loving Monk would still be cherished, ven- 
erated and worshipped by men and women from 
all parts of the world. Surely it is one of the 
mysteries—one of those victories gained by the 
Love of God, so unfathomable to us of this 





x. 

















world. Love—Love—was the dominant note of 
the Song of Francis: “© Most Sweet Lord, I 
wish to love Thee! Most Holy Lord, 1 wish to 
love Thee!” and taken up by the myriad voices 
of the Heavenly Choirs the ever-increasing vol- 
ume of song breaks like ocean waves around the 
Feet of his Crucified Love. 

Not for any special personal gifts of great 
physical beauty, or learning or wealth, or noble 
birth—not for any of these world-prized quali- 
ties shall the name of St. Francis of Assisi be 
ever loved and held in veneration. No! but be- 
cause, regardless of all things else, his soul, his 
body, his entire self was transformed into a Burn- 
ing Love of God—because his very being, cor- 
poreal and spiritual, was lost in Love of God. 
Because of this, and for this alone, God trans- 
formed His servant into the very most marvel 
lous Mirror of His Love that this world has ever 
beheld in mortal man. 





POPE PIUS X—TERTIARY OF ST. 
FRANCIS. 


In 1870, when the Holy Father was Parish 
Priest of Salzano, he was received into the Third 
Order by Onorato Brendini, Archpriest of the 
Cathedral of Trevise. This fact is attested by his 
private chaplain. If he did not found the double 
Congregation of Tertiaries at Salzano he impart- 
ed to it a wonderful fervour and vigour. As 
Bishop of Mantua, he recommended this great 
Franciscan Institution strongly, and the majority 
of the young clergy became its members. In 
1896, he presided over a large meeting of Ter- 
tiaries held in one of the halls of the Patriarchal 
Palace at Venice; in 1898, he, along with two 
thousand of his diocesans, made a pilgrimage to 
the Shrine of our Holy Father at Assisi, and in 
1902, the year preceding his election to the See 
of Rome, honoured by his presence, distributed 
Holy Communion and assisted at the Pontifical 
High Mass at a Triduum of Tertiaries in Venice. 
—The Franciscan Monthly. 





God gives us Christ, and in Him He gives usall things. 
—Arther Buller. 
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LITERARY NOTES 

Phe publication of “Lord Acton’s letters to a 
daughter of Mr. Gladstone is making some stir 
in England and elsewhere, and seems likely to 
do some harm in the way of accentuating differ- 
ences and divisions among fellow members. in 
the Mystical Body of Christ 

It is the old danger of reading words apart 
from the context of the time and circumstances 
in which they were said. Here is, too, the grav- 
er question as to whether Lord Acton ever con- 
templated their publication; for it is one thing to 
write unguarded statements in a private letter, 
and quite another thing to commit unguarded 
statements to print for any one and every one to 
see. 

In an interesting article in The Fortnightly 
for August, Mr. W. S. Lilly, a well known Ro- 
man Catholic layman, whose candor, by the way, 
was praised by Professor Huxley, writes: 

“My regard and reverence for my deceased 
friend compel me to express my deep sense of 
the wrong done to his (Lord Acton’s) memory 
by the publication of these documents, many of 
which, written in his haste, or, as the Vulgate 
has it, in his excess (Divi in excessu meo), by 
no means represent his calm and deliberate judg- 
ment upon the subjects with which they deal, as 
[ have reason to know, and convey a quite false 
impression of one of the truest and most loyal of 
men.” 


Probably all our readers know of Dr. Barry's 
work on Newman: it is the literary aspect of his 
lifé that is more particularly treated. But they 
may be glad some of them to know that 
the great Cardinal is being commended 
to the German people ina work by Char 
lotte, Lady Blennerhassett, entitled, John Henry 
Kardinal Newman, cin Beitrag zur religiosen 


Entwicklungsgesischichte der Gegenwart 


The title of Mr. Lilly’s article in The Fort- 
nightly is Cardinal Newman and the New Gen- 
eration, and it will repay reading 
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A significant passage occurs in Gladstone's 
“Life” which may have escaped some of our 
readers. He is writing to Manning in 1851, from 
Italy : 

“T cannot at this moment dare to answer, with 
a confident affirmative, the question, a very sol- 
emn one—ten, twenty, fifty years hence, will 
there be any other body in Western Christen- 
truth?” 


dom, witnessing for fixed dogmatic 
Fifty years from that time would bring us to 


Gladstone was not without fore 


the year 19gol. 
sight here, at all events. 


In an account which it gives of the opening of 
a new Roman Catholic Church at Hunstanton 
The News and County Press has some significant 
words to say: 

“The religious devotion of Roman Catholics, 
as all denominations will agree, is one of the 
brightest features of an age of indifference and 
secularism. It would almost seem that Christian- 
ity in England is steadily resolving itself into 
two fundamentally differing parties: LEvangeli- 
cals of all orders, and Catholics of all orders. 
The terms are of course, used in their broadesi 
This suggests that the problem for our 





sense.” 
rulers is how to guide an inevitable movement ; 
since there is a momentum about “ Catholicism,” 
in all it's shapes, which carries us forward in 
spite of ourselves, but whether the passage be 
the lines laid 


smooth and safe depends upon 


down for it to run upon. 





SPENCER JONES. 
ee 


KALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 





1. St. Remigius B. C 

2. The Holy Guardian Angels 

4. St. Francis Day 

9g. SS. Denys and Companions MM. roth S. after 
Trinity 

12. St. Wilfrid B.C 

13. Translation of St. Edward Confessor. K 

15. St. Teresa V. 2oth S. after Trinity 

8. St. Luke Ev 

19. St. Peter Alcantara C. St. Frideswide V 

21. S. Hilarion Ab 

25. SS. Crispin and Crispinian MM 

27. Vigil ’ 

28 SS. Simon and Jude App 

ai. Vigil of All Saints 


th S. after Trinity 
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THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS. 


The following is the text of a_ letter on the 
Third Order which His Holiness, Pius X., who like 
his great predecessor is a Tertiary, when Patriarch 
of Venice, addressed to the Venetians.» 


“Now although the Third Order of St. Francis is, 
thanks be to God, widely spread in the city, in order 
to encourage all the Venetians to make profession 
of the Holy Rule with greater fervour, there will be 
held by different preachers in different churches, 
conferences intended to make it better known, and | 
beg of the priests in charge to invite the Faithful to 
come'to these gatherings in order to carry out after 
wards the wishes of the Holy Father. 


“ Among all the saints who have striven to become 
the living copies of our Lord Jesus Christ, St 
Francis of Assisi seems to us to have a high place 
imitating our Saviour born in Bethlehem, working at 


Nazareth, evangelizing Palestine and dying on Gol 


gotha. If the splendors of that copy fill men with 
enthusiasm, and the angels with joy, the Franciscan 
Tertiary, in making the solemn promise to keep the 
fields always and everywhere under the banner of 
Jesus Christ and to observe His commands, will be 


| come the most valiant apostle to contend against the 


vices we all deplore and against everything that of 
fends the Heart of our loving Saviour. Enroll your 
selves, therefore, beloved children, in the Third 
Order, and at the very time that materialism inun- 
dates us as with an invasion of barbarians, the 
imitation of.Christ will deliver us from its slavery, 
and whilst the blasphemies of men all but threaten 
us with the anger of Heaven, the prayer of the 
humble and penitent will avert the storm; whilst 
families are destroyed and society is being poisoned 
in the corruption of morals, the purity of Tertiaries 
will contribute largely to save them in an admirable 
manner. And if, finally, demagogues, trampling ev 
ery principle under foot, would refuse all submission 
to and destroy all authority, the observance of God's 
Commandments and those of the Church required 
by the Third Order, and generously put in practice 
will help to reconstruct the legal edifice, to regen 
erate healthy politics, to strengthen the State, and 
to revive with the spirit of Christianity, piety, peace 
public and private prosperity, and the perfection -of 
pure and holy morals.” 





The missionary army on duty in Pagan coun 
tries under the command of the Holy See in 
cludes 15,000 priests, 5,000 Brothers, and 45,000 
Sisters. 
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ST. THOMAS 
BURY 


SOCIETY OF OF CANTER 








To the Editor of THe Lamp 

Sm :—I cannot refrain from writing a line although 
it is somewhat late, to say how the meeting of the So 
ciety of St. Thomas of Canterbury passed off on May 


17th 
The Inaugural Lecture, since published under the 
title of “ Rome and Reunion,” was delivered in October 


of last year, and that is reckoned as the formal inaugu 
ration of the society itself; so that the society's year 
will always be understood to commence on October tst 
its first great, or whole day, meeting being held about 
the middle of that month and its second in the May 
following. Well, it is often wise to adopt a bold policy, 
so that one knows where to stop, according to the fa 
Be bold, be bold, be not 
too bold;” and with this thoroughly in my mind I sue 
Abbot 
Gasquet to give the next lecture, little expecting that we 
should be 
event, however, he most kindly consented to come and 


mous saying of the ancients, “ 


gested last October that we should invite the 


fortunate enough to secure him. In the 
our meeting was so successful as to constitute a glad 
surprise 

I cannot give you all the names of those who accept 
ed invitations, but we had about 130 present altogether 
including representatives of the principal Roman Cath 
olic Orders and other distinguished ecclesiastics 

The lecture lasted an hour and three quarters, the 
subject being “England and Rome in the ren of 
Henry III,” and was deeply interesting, as you may 
imagine It is a strange, troublous, and perplexing 
period; various sides siding with various sides; Eng 
lish ecclesiastics siding with the Pope against the King 
the King siding with the Legates against the Pope, and 
then, perhaps, all changing sides again, but so far a 
our proposition is concerned the total issue comes out 


clear that the authority of the Holy See in spirituals 





was never brought into question. Grosseteste, for in 


stance, as I pointed out a little time back in Tue Lamp 
was as strong as any one could be against abuses, 
upon the 


whether from papal or other sources, but 


question of the spiritual authority of Rome he is abso 


lutely consistent from first to last 

We had an excellent discussion in the afternoon. By 
the way, itisa secret here, I think, to organize mat 
ters; and it is a rule with us that two leaders should 
be prepared to introduce the discussion; each one speak 
ing or reading, for not longer than a quarter of an 


hour, In successive speeches or papers ; subseque nt 
speakers ordinarily being allowed five minutes 

Such an arrangement is essential if you wish things 
to “go.” 

It may interest your readers to know that our second 
year Oct. 1, 1904—Oct. 1, 1905, is so far arranged thus 


Subject for study throughout the year “ The Council 











of Trent;” subject of lectures: Oct. “ The Constitution 
of the Society,” by the President; and May, “ Infalli 
bility,” by Very Rev. Prior Vincent McNabb, O. P 
No prayers are said at these meetings and I am think- 
ing of suggesting that every guest from outside the 
Church of England, who comes to lecture to us should 
recite a short formula before commencing to the effect 
that his presence must not be understood as compro- 
mising the official and formal dogmatic position of the 
Communion to which he belongs, nor must it be un- 
derstood as necessarily giving any sanction to the prin- 
ciples of the Society he is addressing. It is essential 
that inteerity should be secured at all costs 
The formal aim of the society is thus defined on its 


circulars: “ The society, which 


s under the protection 
of St. Thomas of Canterbury, is primarily an associa- 
tion of students, clerical and lav, and restricted to mem- 
hers of the Church of England: its aim being to pro- 
mote the cause of Catholic Unity, by proposing, and 
making some attempt to pursue courses of study, hav- 
ing for their scope the history of the Church in the 


West; 


ence and mutual edification; 


by organizing meetines for purposes of confer 
and by cultivating in its 
members a spirit of charity and loving kindness.” 

The subscription, which is 2-6 a year, is due on Oct 
ist, and candidates for election must be proposed and 
econded by members of the Committee. | must not 
write more now, excemt to express every good wish for 
the continued prosperity of THe Lamp, and to say that, 
if you will allow me, I will send a series of short arti 
cles on the subject of “ The Councils” and also secure 
1 Benedictine, if possible, to write a series of papers on 
the subiect of “ Trent,” and so take up the parable 
which has been so ably commenced for us by the Prior 
f Woodchester. | am 

Your obedient servant, 
Spencer JONES 
More ton-in-Marsh, England, 

[We will be glad to transmit to the Reverend Presi 
dent of the Society of St 
American clergy or laity, who may desire 


Aug. 25, 1904 


Thomas of Canterbury, the 
names of any 
to be proposed as members of the society on this side 
of the Atlantic. Editor of Tue Lamp.] 


——_——_q—____— 


A law has been “published” in Spain making Sun- 
day a day of rest, and prohibiting manual labor on 
that day. Consul R. M. Bartleman, of Cadiz, who 
furnishes this information in The Daily Consular Re- 
ports (Washington, D. C.) goes on to say “Work 
on Sunday will be permitted only when absolute- 
ly necessary, the hours to conform with the regula- 
tions. On no account are women or persons under 
eighteen years of age to be employed on said day 
The law will be put in force within six months.” 
Literary Digest. 
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| Such is the title given to a little book that has 
fallen into our hands edited by the Rev. Joseph 
Freri, D. C. L., Assistant Director General of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith. In 
the main it is a diary kept by Monsignor Fav- 
ier, Roman Catholic Bishop of Pekin, during the 
terrible seige sustained by his household and the 
Catholic refugees in the heart of the Chinese 
capital at the time of the Boxer uprising, May- 
August, 1900. It is of such fascinating interest 
and so stimulating to faith that by permission of 
Fr. Freri we propose reprinting the best portion 
of the little book as a serial in Tue Lamp. ] 


THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, 
DAY BY DAY. 
MAY—J UNE. 

able to forward 

Permit me to 


The last news which I was 
from Pekin was dated May 30. 
give you a short account of the terrible siege 
which we have sustained in the Pei-tang until 
the day of deliverance granted by God. 

Wednesday, May 30th—To-day we received 
proof that the Boxers are assisted by the Chi- 
nese government and regular troops. These last 
themselves set fire to the railway buildings. The 
Tsung-li-yamin tried to delay troops; but the 
foreign ministers held out, replying that they 
would come on foot if the railroad were not left 
open to them. From nine till eleven o'clock in 
the evening, several small red balloons, sent off 
by the Boxers, floated over the city; they were 
signals for assembling; the Chinese soldiers had 
possessed themselves of a supply of cartridges. 

Thursday, May 31st.—My _ vicar-general, 
Father Giilloux, whom I called to Pekin, left for 
Tientsin with Father Capy. Will they be able to 
reach their destination? We are sure of noth- 
ing; they say the route is intercepted by soldiers. 
A telegram from Father Dumont was received 
at ten o'clock; villages 
burned! At half-past twelve I received a letter 
from the French minister; himself and the Rus- 
sian minister were called upon to exert an un- 
usual degree of energy in order that the French 


seven other Christian 
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THE HEART OF PEKIN. 


and Russian marines who landed in Taku the 
evening before might reach Pekin by rail. At 
half-past three a mandarin from our friends 
came to see us; he told us that the Empress could 
not resist the anti-European movement. The 
good mandarins have been discharged from of- 
fice, or have resigned. Seventy-five French, 75 
Russians, 75 English, 40 Htalians, 22 Japanese, 
and 60 Americans left Tientsin for Pekin at half- 
past three; they are expected this evening. 

Friday, June 1st.—Refugees from all quarters 
are arriving; our missions of Pa-tchoo are nearly 
totally destroyed. The brave Father Lon Gre- 
goire was the last to remain in his residence, and 
escaped from the Boxers by flight. Sisters of St. 
Joseph, Children of the Holy Childhood, have 
been massacred. The French minister came to 
see us at half-past nine o’clock, and told us of the 
coming of thirty marines, who, in fact, arrived 
at the Pei-tang at ten o'clock, accompanied by 
nearly all the French in Pekin. The Tsung-li 
yamen had specified that the troops were destin 
ed to guard only the legations!' But M. Pichon 
himself brought us nearly the half of his detach- 
ment; may he be assured of our lasting grati 
tude! At midnight Father Guilloux telegraphed 
to us that refugees from Pa-tchoo were arriving 
in large numbers in Tientsin, and that the river 
was filled with floating bodies of massacred 
Christians. 

Saturday, June 2d.—We are placing posts 
everywhere; the ensign of the vessel, Mr. Paul 
Henry, a young man twenty-three years old, who 
is in command of the marines, is as pious as he is 
brave—a true Breton. The news from Tientsin 
is bad; the grants themselves are exposed. The 
engineers have left the city of Pao-ting-fou, and 
the mandarins would like to get our European 
colleagues to leave likewise. They are refusing, 
declaring that they must remain among their 
Christians until the end. May God protect them! 

Sunday, Pentecost, June 3d.—The Sovereign 
Pontiff having delegated me to present a letter 
and a gift to the Empress in his name, I proceed- 
ed to fulfill this mission of confidence. His maj- 


esty not being in the city, he appointed Prince 
Ts’ing to receive me in his name; which event 
took place to-day, at two o'clock, in his own pal- 
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ace. This prince was surrounded by high man 


darins. Letter and presents were delivered with 
full imperial ceremonial, and wefe accepted with 
the greatest marks of respect and appreciation. 
I had, besides, drawn up a petition for the Em 
press, in which I explained the actual position. 
I asked protection for our Christians, and the 
punishment of the Boxers. The prince consent- 
ed to take charge of it, and I know that the next 
day it was delivered to His Majesty. 





Monday, June 4th—The Pei-tang, examined | 


by our commander, seemed impossible to defend 
with thirty men. 
teen hundred yards of wall! 

that in case of too violent an 


There are, in fact, nearly four- 
It has been decided 

attack, 
unite in the church, and the plan of defense is be- 


all are to 
ing prepared. We are, besides 70 Europeans, in 
cluding Sisters and Brothers, about 1,000 mak 
Chinese and nearly 2,200 women and children 
At one o'clock we received a visit from several 
gentlemen of the Legation who told us that the 
Nan-tan 
obliged to be withdrawn as given up to certain 
death by the impossibility of an efficacious de 


fifteen soldiers already sent to were 


fense. In case of attack what is to become of 
our colleagues, the Sisters of Charity, the Sisters 
of St. Joseph, the Marist Brothers, and so many 
Christians who live in this parish? To God's 
protection! In the evening, at six o'clock, twen- 
tv Christians were armed as guards: the danger 


increases. 

Tuesday, June 5th.—I telegraphed since morn- 
Pekin 
Tientsin peril ts extreme for all.” 


ing to the superior-general “in and in 


A dispatch | 


from Father Guilloux informs us of many fires | 


and as many more massacres of Christians. Here, 
evervbody is working on barricades, lances are 
being made, and the supply of provisions is being 


increased. At six o’clock in the evening, the Ital- 


ian minister sent ten of his marines to defend the | 


establishment of the Sisters, who belong to the 
Holy Childhood, with whom are several Italian 
Sisters. At half-past seven the governor of the 
city came to me and told me, 





“You have nothing to fear: the Boxers will 
not dare to attack the Pei-tang. 


” 


143 


This great mandarin is perhaps sincere, but, 
for my part, I believe his assertion to be abso- 
lutely false. 

Wednesday June 6th—We are multiplying 
We have learned that the 
two members of the Grand 
It is 


he means of defense. 
Empress has sent 
Council to arrest the Boxers by persuasion! 
altogether useless. 

Thursday, June 7th.—We are constructing a 
small turret to protect the eastern wall of our 
residence. I am going to the Legations, where 
they still hope; for a new imperial decree, bet- 
ter than those preceding, has just been issued. 
For myself I cherish no hope, and do not fail to 
repeat that an attack is 
o'clock the Marist 
back to the Pei-tang. 


imminent. At 
Brothers of Cha-La 


eight 


came 


Friday, June 8th.—Villages are burning on all 
sides, fires are multiplying during the night; 
the firing of guns is heard everywhere, and we 
are obliged to watch till morning. 

Saturday, June 9th—Some Boxers have been 
seen in the k’ou. (The k’ou is the northern part 
of the large park, the southern part of which was 
given to us by the Emperor to construct our 
COUMGIA.} 2s 6 8 

Monday, June 11th—From the top of our 
church we see the summer residences of Euro- 
hills, in flames. At a 
quarter before ten many Boxers with their stan- 
dards passed along the wall of the Yellow City; 
serious alarm; everybody is at his post. 


peans, on the western 


Never- 
theless, I left for the Legations; confidence is 
felt there; detachments from Admiral Seymour 
and numerous troops are expected, because the 
admirals have received orders to send all they 
have as soon as the telegraph wires are cut, and 
I share little of this hope. 
Taun, grand chief of the 


that has been done. 
Prince Boxers, and 
high mandarins, their friends, have just been 
At five 
o'clock in the evening the chancellor of the Jap- 


named members of the Tsung-li-yamen 


anese Legation, going before the expected troops, 
was massacred near the southern gate by the sol- 
diers of Toun-fou-sian. They have united with 
the Boxers, and are trying to keep all Europeans 
from entering or leaving Pekin. 
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CURRENT CLIPPINGS 

Alone and on the edge of the Arctic wilderness, a 
woman has become the heroine of the big epidemic of 
diphtheria that has spread among the tribe of Indians 
at Fort Yukon and carried away twenty-two of the 
members. The heroine is Miss Wood, an Episcopal 
missionary nurse from Circle City 

Miss Wood herocially went down. the Yukon River 
in a small boat with a meagre supply of drugs, and 
alone confronted the awful epidemic. Sixty-five ill-clad 
poorly fed and sick Indians, of little knowledge of Eng 
lish, awaited her tender mercies 

Miss Wood scarcely had located in the midst of the 
Indians when she was taken down with the dread dis 
ease. She was intensely sick three days, but by pre 
caution in use of antiseptics, she fought the disease 
much better than otherwise. She was well nourished 
and soon was able to administer to all the sick about 
her and to do a great deal toward relieving the situa 
tion.—(Victoria, B.C.) Colonist 


A story is told at Rome that the Pope has had o 
casion to receive a deputation, which came to him with 
the complaints against the French Bishops of Dijon and 
Laval, when a characteristic scene occurred at the Vat 
ican. One of the members of the commission, while 
admitting and urging unworthiness of the Bishop of 
Dijon, went on to urge caution in action on account of 
the Bishop's personal friendship with Combes 

“I do not care for Combes or for anyone more than 
Jesus Christ,” the Pope is represented to have replied 
with vivacity 


“ Nevertheless,” objected the adviser of prudence 
“Tt is wiser that these things should be kept quiet, and 
not repeated.” 

“ Nothing of the kind,” was the answer, “on the con 
trary, my children, repeat them to every one when you 
return to France; the more who hear them the bettet 
When I speak, it is that I may be heard.” 

“Is this the man,” concludes the contributor of the 


anecdote, “ who is likely to be intimidated by the with 


drawal of a French Ambassador from Rome ?”—/’aris 


Correspondent of Living Church 


The Census Bureau estimaes the number of divorced 
people in the United States at 51,538, of whom 32,205 
are women and 18,384 are men ‘ 

The following table gives a list of the principal cities 
and the number of divorced people among their inhab 
ttants : m 

Men, Women. Total 


Chicago , 1,873 2,468 4.341 
New York. 784 1,302 2,140 
Philadelphia .. : 745 1,027 1772 
San Francisco. . 7. 749 1,011 1,760 
ES 6.6:is:p.0s:6s byes s 601 905 1,506 


—Chicago Tribune. 
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The christening, recently, of a son and heir to the 
Czar of All the Russias was signalized by the publica 
tion of a manifesto, the provisions of which are un 
They are thus summarized in the 
The manifesto grants a general am 
nesty in the case of all political offenders except those 


usually generous 
cable dispatches : 
charged with murder; abolishes corporal punishment 
among rural classes, and for first offences among the 
sea and land forces; 
for the purchases of land and other direct imposts; sets 
apart $1,500,000 from the State money for the purpose 
ot forming an ‘inalienable fund for the benefit of land 
less people in Finland; grants amnesty to those Finland 
ers who have emigrated without authorization; remits 


remits arrears owing to the State 


the fines imposed upon the rural and urban communes 
of Finland which refused to submit to military con 
scription in 1902 and 1903; remits the fines impose: 
upon the Jewish communes in the cases of Jews avoid 
ing military service. The manifesto further provides 
for a general reduction in sentences for common law 
offences. This manifesto is said to be the forerunner 
of sweeping political reforms, and is commonly accep 
ed as the most generous official act in the history oi 
Russia since the liberation of the serfs in 1861 l 

Varta 


Pius X. has been vastly gratified by a statement put 
into his hands by one of his librarians that Pope Sixtu 
V., of old time, had a sister who, very finely dresse | 
was brought to her brother by the cardinals Phere 
upon the Pontiff affected not to know her. She was 
therefore hurried out of his presence. “The cardinals 
says the record, “led her out of the palace and hai 
her dressed in her usual clothes—those of a washe: 
woman.” Then she returned, and the Pope “advanced 
from his throne, embraced her and called her his dear 
sister.” Pius X. has now a quotation ready for tho 
who criticise the present dress of his sisters.—Lond 
Chronicle 





Bishop White of Michigan City bas secured for the 
diocese an added endownment of $40,000, which, with 
the endowment it now has, will place it in a position 
of great strength and influence for its future work. It 
is only six years since the General Convention gave con 
sent to the division of the diocese of Indiana and the 
establishing of a new diocese out of the northern part 
of the State. 
General Convention that his diocese is fully organized, 


The bishop is now able to report to the 


with a beautiful cathedral, a superb episcopal residenc: 
and an assured endowment of $50,000—The Church 
man 

For the first time since the fall of the temporal 
power of the Pope the p#pal flag has been hoisted over 
an Atlantic ship. It was flown at the masthead of the 


steamer that carried Cardinal Vincenzo Vannutelli to 
Ireland and back and was saluted by British warships 
—True Voice 
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